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Costa Rica Studies 
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Excision/Alteration: 


No Excisions Recommended. 


Reason(s) for Excision: 

Not Applicable. 

Classification Decision: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 


Display Conditions: 

on film 

Either 

The film must be publicly displayed only in premises, or a part of premises, set aside 
for the public display of restricted publications (whether or not articles other than 
restricted publications are also displayed in those premises or that part of those 
premises). 

Or 

The film must not be publicly displayed in any place in which the film is available for 
supply, and must be shown in that place only to persons who make a direct request for 
the film. 


on poster 
Nil. 


Descriptive Note: 

Contains explicit sex scenes. 
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Direction to issue a label has been given on: 


10 June 2002 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The DVD entitled Costa Rica Studies is classified as: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 

This classification is primarily due to the manner in which the publication deals with 
matters of sex, in the form of explicitly depicted sexual activity that is intended to 
sexually arouse the viewer. 

The publication contains a version of a feature previously classified in video recording 
format by the Classification Office. The video recording entitled Costa Rica Studies 
(OFLC No. 9500118) was classified as "Objectionable except if the availability of the 
publication is restricted to persons who have attained the age of 18 years". This 
decision was registered on 27 June 1995. The version of the feature on the DVD has 
been verified as identical to the video version. 

Along with the feature, the DVD contains a number of additional moving image and still 
components, including a number of trailers that differ from those on the video 
recording. The extra components also contain explicit depictions of sexual activity. This 
material serves to increase the degrading, dehumanising and demeaning elements 
within the publication and also raise a new matter in relation to s3(3)(a)(iv) of the Films, 
Videos and Publications Classification Act 1993 (FVPC Act). Text in the Production 
Notes component refers to "schoolgirls" in relation to sexual activity when describing 
the feature's plot. The female participants in the feature do not present as young 
persons. The textual references are unconnected to any image that would suggest that 
they refer to young persons and are of limited extent and impact on the dominant effect 
of the publication. The extra material does not, therefore warrant a more restrictive 
classification than that given to the video recording. 

The DVD also contains an embossed image of a nude woman posing against a 
computer-altered swirling background of sea and beach. The woman faces the camera 
and smiles. Her breasts are nude and she covers her genitals with her hands, arching 
slightly backwards. The image is exaggerated and sexualised and is likely to offend 
reasonable members of the public. For this reason, under the criteria of s27(5) of the 
FVPC Act, the Classification Office imposes display conditions on the DVD. 


OFLC Ref: 200712 


tmp4A91 







